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An open letter from Anastasia's farmily
Qesbar 20, 1998
Dear Friends of Anastasia,

It 1s wnth heavy hearts that we r=ach out %o you today. Almost one full vear after Anastasia's murder,
the Jackson County Sheafi™s Department is stll unable w confirm under what Grcumstihess she
died. JCSD seems to use the reasonung of the ignerant when they say the event of her death " 15
mare than bkely o murder-suicide case but that investigators may naver be gble o prove "
cenvincingly acknowledging that there may he 2 link between her murder and the death of her
boyfuend, Jusun Bruton. Indeed, they must have worked vary hard this past year to make thar
connecuon, because nitally they were unwilling to even scknowledge that he was & suspect, or that
there rmght have even been more than a comncidencal association bereen the rwo deaths.

Aside from the responsibility of the murderer and these who have maintained their silences about
the facrual evenrs of thar day, the Jackson County ShenfPs Department has maintained sole
responsbility for answenng the quesnon of who murdered our daughter and our sister, Anastasia.
JCSD has announced several times thar "the case is sull open, the case is sull being mvestigated and
no one has been ruled out as a suspect.” There is emidence, critical to this investiganon, which to this
day has never been collected 2nd much mere that could be pursued if it weze not for the lack of
enthusiasm by the nvestigating officer or becsuse 1t was fust to much effort to ger search warrants
of subpoenas. Impormnt decisions are posmoned due o Fear of fajlure’, and the embarrassment it
would bang o the Department if they were wrong yet again, It is &fficult to tmagine a more
compeiling situaton for the appointment of an entirely independent investgation feam to be
nereduced into this matter, who would oversee an attempt at Sghting this case.

The theones concernng of Anastasia’s death has seldom included the cancept of a random murde,
bur they do wnclude scenaros ranging from a tragie sesident o a willful and malicious singular act
and also to that of a conspiracy invelving many. It is not our place to cantsibute to this mystery but
rather ler everyone now that we have sesn and heard significant evidence, thar 15 based in both
testimony and borne out wath facts, We do not have the authonty to direct actons of this
nvestigation, as has besn directly and pomntedly stated on saveral secasions by the JCSD detactive
whe, 1 tus date, does have thar distinetion. We know that to speak out brings 1ts own issues, but as
you also know, there are others who are as dishearrened as we are, who are biting their tongues,
searching for way to walk upnghe again. We are aware what has ocourred to many 15 that Anastasia's
father have been porsrayed by JCSD as frustrated and disgrunded, willing o attempt any sloy to ger
them o show some response. Even o the pomnt that they wiew his actens as suspicious enough ©
contnue to warrant huis status as a "potental suspect”.

Sergeant Gary M. Kilgore has consistently refused to seek the assistance of outside law enforcement
professionals since the begnning of this mvesugation. As evidenced by statements from the JCSD,
they had no clue ©o Anastasia’s idennty, unul a prvate ciizen stepped forward with leading
nformaron about her idennty, Despite the Sact that her bedy was discovered within a few hundred
feet pt' the ™wo adjacent law-enfarcernent jussdicuions, JCSD did not amempr to expedite the
identity of the wictm by contscting them. Her father had contacted both Kansas City and
Independence Police soen after her disappearance the nught befors, and dhough no official watten
record was made at exther junsdiction, the officers he spoke with were stll on duty at the ame her
body was discovared,



Those minal cerors could have besn forgiven if then the evidencs had been pursied with wigor.
However, JCSD wnll never regain the porennal momentum lost in those ital hours. Again, in the
maost recent public statements they soll have been unsble to rule out any suspeces. Granted it is
umpossible to hear Jusan’s testmeny, but his actons may have alrsady spoken louder than werds.

Why did Justin buy the gun the mormang after he reported Anastasia as rmussing and before it became
public knowledge thar Anastasia was desd? Jusun's stepfather has speculatad privawely thal "he may
have done thar for self-protection." Dhd Justin plan a stand off wath the police or were hws actions
less directed? Mr. Bruton later hired 2 pnvate derscnve to gam answers to some very unusual and
disturbing facts surrounding Justin's death. That detectrve discovered addinenally that avoidable
errors cormrrutted by a rookie Johnson Councy Deputy contaminated the cmme scene. Vil
nfommation may have been obliterated that may have led mvesngarers o a far different conclusion
about the cicoumstaness of Justn's death, JCSD has said that it 15 not charged with searching for die
possible explanatons of Jusun’s death; however, they currently link the "comeidental" deaths n a
lilkely murder/suieide seenano. It 1s unfortunare that JCSD would have to admut that possibulicy
without any supporting tesameny or faces, except for the restimony of some that claim t have last
seen them together, They have provided the story of an argument that except those thar say they
weze last seen together, leave her standing by the ccadside. A teparation then fllowed by hours of
tume and a distanee of mules. I anyone knows why that seenano s invalid, then you sheuld call the
TTPS Hotline herause you could clan the reward offered by both farmilies.

It 1s neot wadely known that Anastasia’s father (along =it a2 faw others) has cpenly and officially
complained about the Jackson Councy Shenff’s Deparmmends failure w execure their jobs in a
professional and ethical manner. Those whe have had first hand knewledge of JCSL%s tactics and
lack of professionalism agres that the volunwiry cocperanon they claim to desire 15 more often met
wich their conrempt than appreciation. Indeed, they have done evervthing contrary to the
encouragement of cooperation and placed more than one ndimiduals nghts m jecpacdy
Addizonally, they have exclusivaly pursued their own pet theories, ignoning facts and testmony that
did net suppert the assumptions they made. They have been deceptive and untruthful under the
dareet Light of scruany of their mvestigauve procedures, sven when honesty would not have directly
cempromused the confidenuality of the wmvesugation,

It is extremely frustrating to be keot in the dack about the progress they may be making When
viewed with the additional knowledge of past errors and admussions af sherteormungs, it seems a

harade of justca o believe they ace on a path that will soon resolve thus case. Thus is caly part of
the reason why we have repeatedly requested they inwite the Mctmo Squad to review the evidencs,
The facts of tus casc and the needless mystery surrounding it should make it as newsworthy as any
seen m the nauonal media recently, bur instead has faded into the background, Because JCSD has so
haphazardly handled the facts and the invesngawon is so pracpitously positioned, we are in danger
of losing all we have worked so hard to conmbute two if further efforts are not carefully slaced to
oear on the shoulders of a supporung agency. Unfortunately all our eggs seem to be in one basker.
As we have noted before, only JCSD has the authonty to direct the actwiey of this investigation, and
apparendy answers © no one.

We ask you to participate in protest for jusdce by sending your message ar this letter to the

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department %Sheriff James D Anderson 3310 N.E. Rennau Dave
Lee's Summut, MO / 64064 / PH= 816-524-4304 / FAX # 816-524-4340



